threes, the members of the Board are constantly occupying themselves with the needs of this real center of the University. Sometimes they are ordering books for their departments, sometimes arranging materials already in the Library so that they will be more usable, and sometimes making plans for further extensions of the facilities of the Library.
But the Library has many other very real friends who do not happen to be in these two official groups. Dozens of members of the faculty of the University are always at work in one way or another helping to increase the collections of the Library and to use effectively those already at hand. And working with the Librarian, the Advisory Board, and the whole faculty, at all times, are the members of the Library Staff, whose steady helpfulness can only fully be realized by those who frequent the Library every day. These friends are friends indeed.
By the help of these groups-official and unofficial-then, the Library has grown in its materials and in its services. With its growth, the number of its friends has increased both within the student and alumni bodies and also beyond their circles to the residents of New Brunswick, of the State of New Jersey, and of adjoining states. The necessity for some kind of association which would bring to these hundreds of supporters some knowledge of the plans and needs of the Library became clear. To meet this need, the Associated Friends was instituted.
Some weeks of conferring and arranging followed the initial meeting of March 5. Then May 21 was set as the day for the formal business meeting and dinner in the Alumni House at which the "Friends" were to be launched. The first duty of the friends who assembled that afternoon was to adopt a constitution. Since a committee had already drafted a tentative constitution, the final instrument was easily settled upon. The purposes of the Associated Friends, as set forth in the Constitution, were declared to be "to maintain an organization of persons interested in books; to assist in bringing to the Library of Rutgers University funds for special needs beyond the command of the Library Budget; to encourage gifts of books and manuscripts; and to cooperate with the Librarian and the Library Advisory Board in the development of the resources of the Library under the direction of the Library Committee of the Board of Trustees of Rutgers University."
Although many friends of the Library have always given it materials, often of great value, many others either have not realized its needs or have not understood precisely how to go about rendering assistance which in their hearts they wanted to give. With the establishment of the Associated Friends, it is hoped that more people who are interested in libraries in general and in the Rutgers University Library in particular will be enabled to learn of ways in which they can help to strengthen the already important collections of the University.
The After the business session, a buffet supper was served in the Alumni House. Dr. Victor Paltsits, of the New York Public Library, spoke on "The Miracle of Books." He told of the enthusiasm for books and libraries which has led to the formation in several colleges of groups of friends of the libraries. Then he described some of the problems connected with establishing a similar group for the New York Public Library, with its enormous holdings and wide circulation, throughout New York, the Bronx, and Richmond. Finally, he urged on the Associated Friends of the Rutgers Librarythree essentials for building a great library. "The alliteration," he said, "is Men, Money, and Material, each equally important and inseparable." Dr. Paltsits warmed the hearts of the Associated Friends by a story of an encounter he had had shortly before coming to speak to them. He told of a young man engaged in writing a thesis on New Jersey history who had come to the Rutgers Library for some of his material. This student, according to Dr. Paltsits, "spoke enthusiastically of the cordiality and helpfulness of the Rutgers Library and declared that of all the libraries he had visited, Rutgers used the least red tape." When we remember the barriers to learning erected by some librarians, we may take especial pleasure in this praise. Nor need we fear that the absence of red tape is to be attributed to the meagerness of our collections. Dr. Paltsits concluded his address, referring to the present needs of the Library, "Already this collection, that has grown marvellously during the life of Librarian Osborn, from some thirty-four thousand to more than four hundred thousand items, is known to scholars far and wide. But the treasures you have should become better known-and your resources of Men, Money, and Materials be extended." It was the hope and confident belief of all present that Dr. Paltsits' words would be fulfilled through the efforts of the Associated Friends.
Soon after his visit to New Brunswick to address the Associated Friends, Dr. Paltsits gave the Library a very rare book which he edited many years ago, A Narrative of the Captivity of Nehemiah How in 1745-IJ4J. The inscription reads: "This copy, one of twenty-seven printed on Japanese vellum paper, is presented in regard for the organization of the Associated Friends of the Library of Rutgers University on Friday, May 21, 1937 by its guest speaker on that happy occasion, by Victor Hugo Paltsits." The Associated Friends are delighted that Dr. Paltsits thus joined the association which he had helped to found.
The organization meeting and dinner were attended by seventy-three old friends and prospective Associated Friends of the Rutgers Library. Their names follow: Mr. Charles S.
